
 
 
 

Stone Church of Willow Glen - Presbyterian 
Church (USA) 

San José, California 
 

February 1, 2026 - 9:30 a.m. 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 

 

 

No matter who you are, where you’ve been, or what you believe,  
you are welcome here. 

Prelude     “Veni Sponsa Christi”                                                 Ernest Chausson (1855-99) 
Barbara Vella, Organist 

Welcome                                                                                                           Rev. Sara Tillema, Guest Pastor 

Introit                 “What Does the Lord Require of Us?” 
Stone Church Chancel Choir; Nancy Kromm, Director 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                        Jody Meacham, Liturgist 
 Come, all who long for a faith that is more than words. 
  We come seeking a faith that lives in justice and mercy. 
 The Holy One calls us into honest reckoning. 
  To listen, to repent, and to be changed. 
 Jesus blesses the poor, the grieving, the meek. 
  And invites us to stand where God already stands. 
 Let us worship the God who calls us beyond comfort— 
  And into the work of love, justice, and humility. 

*Opening Hymn #246  “Christ is Alive!” 
1 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2  
Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching ev’ry place and time. 

3 
Not throned afar, remotely high, 
Untouched, unmoved by human pains, 
But daily, in the midst of life, 
Our Savior in the Godhead reigns 
 
4  
In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 
where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 



*Prayer of Adoration 

Call to Confession  
Friends, the prophets remind us that God is not impressed by worship that ignores injustice or 
faith that leaves systems untouched.  

Trusting in God’s mercy, and honest about our need for transformation, let us confess our sin— 
together. 

Prayer of Confession  
God of justice and mercy, we confess that we often want a faith that costs us very 
little. We prefer generosity that does not disrupt our budgets, kindness that does 
not challenge systems, and humility that does not require us to give up control. 

We confess that we have centered ourselves in stories that were never meant to 
revolve around us. We have spiritualized texts meant to unsettle power and 
domesticated blessings meant for the poor. 

Forgive us, O God. Teach us again what you require of us: to do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with you. Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon  
Hear the good news: The God who calls us to justice is the same God who meets us with mercy. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, freed, and invited again into the way of life that leads toward 
blessing. 

  Thanks be to God. 

*The Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

Moment for Nominating Committee                                            Amity Bateman, Committee Chair 

We Listen to God’s Word 

The First Lesson     Micah 6:1-8 (O.T., p. 866) 
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for 
the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought 
you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 
may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before 
him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 

Anthem      “Offertory”                                                                                       John Ness Beck  
Nathan smith, clarinet 

 

 



The Second Lesson        Matthew 5:1-12 (N.T., p. 4) 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Sermon         “What is Required of Us?”                                           Rev. Sara Tillema 

Prayers of the People   

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 
Our giving is one small way we participate in God’s work of repair— supporting ministries that 
serve, advocate, and accompany those too often left behind. 

Let us give, not to ease our conscience, but to practice a faith that seeks the common good. 

Offertory     “Come, Let Us Eat”                                                           setting by Frank Ferko 

*Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #606     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 



*Prayer of Dedication 
God of abundance and justice, use what we offer to loosen the grip of inequality, to strengthen 
communities of care, and to form us into people who walk humbly and act boldly in your name. 

 Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion (see insert) 

Communion servers ~ Sheri Cunningham, Dhar Blackwood, Rosaleen Zisch 

Invitation to the Table 

Sursum Corda 
 The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
…Therefore, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we worship and adore 
your glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:  

Sanctus                                                                                                                                      Karl Digerness 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
  Hosana in the highest! 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
  Hosanna in the highest! 

…Great is the mystery of the faith.  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

…And now as Christ has taught us, we pray together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

*Sharing the Bread & Cup  

Communion Music                                                                                                     Laraine Pitcher, flute 

 #90     “Wait for the Lord” 

  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
  Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 #466   “Come and Fill our Hearts” 
  Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  
  You alone, O lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia! 

Prayer after Communion  
God of the shared table, we thank you for this bread and this cup— grace given 
freely to all. Now send us out, strengthened for justice, rooted in kindness, and 
walking humbly in your way. 

May what we have received become how we live. Amen. 



We Go Out in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn #320  “The Church of Christ in Every Age” (vs 1, 2, 5) 

1 
The church of Christ in every age, beset by 
change but Spirit led, must claim and test its 
heritage and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
2  
Across the world, across the street, 
the victims of injustice cry 
for shelter and for bread to eat, 
and never live before they die. 

5.  
We have no mission but to serve in full obedience 
to our Lord: 
To care for all, without reserve, and spread 
Christ’s liberating word. 
 

*Charge and Benediction   

Postlude     “Toccata Giocosa”                                                                        Ian Hunt (b. 1971) 

Feel free to depart quietly. Please be mindful of those enjoying the postlude. 

*Those who are able may rise in body or spirit. 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 

 
ASL Interpreter – Stephanie Foisy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Stone Church of Willow Glen PC(USA) 

1937 Lincoln Ave, San Jose, CA 95125 
Office Hours M-F 9am - 1pm  

1 (408) 269 - 1593 
www.stonechurch.org 

Pastor’s day off: Friday 

If you’re interested in becoming a member of 
Stone Church, please contact the office 

(officemanager@stonechurch.org) 

The Stone Church of Willow Glen acknowledges that the land on which we worship this morning is the 
unceded land of the Muwekma Ohlone people. 

This month Worship/Taizé and friends  
are serving coffee & refreshments after worship.  

Announcements 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! We hope you feel welcome here at Stone Church! The nearest 
restroom is located between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall; exit thru the double doors at the front 
of the Sanctuary (near the TV). Everyone is invited for refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall 

Announcements

 

https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv 

Printed copies available in 

the Narthex 

Zelle 
Stone Church of Willow Glen 

officemanager@stonechurch.org 

 
bit.ly/3VkGr7x 

mailto:officemanager@stonechurch.org
https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv
mailto:OfficeManager@StoneChurch.org
https://bit.ly/3VkGr7x


and patio after worship. Large Print Hymnals and Seat Cushions are available on the back pew, by 
the door. Nursery - We welcome the sound of any little ones during worship, but if your baby (age 0-
3) gets too wiggly for you, you may take them to the Nursery, located in the hallway between the 
Sanctuary and the Social Hall. It’s open each Sunday for children aged 0-3.  

Kid’s Club - Today, Communion Sunday, children stay in worship with their families. Some children’s 
activity boxes are in the Narthex to use while they’re in the Sanctuary. 

Today the (Roaming) SJ Presbytery Unity Candle is at Daesung (Rev. Taejinn Hahn). Pray for all 
God’s people in this congregation. 

Today’s Sermon – This Sunday we listen to two beloved texts—Micah’s call to justice and Jesus’ 
Beatitudes—and hear them as more than comforting words we already know. Together, they ask 
what it really means to live faithfully in a difficult world, when grief, injustice, and weariness are close 
at hand, and how justice, kindness, and humility may bring the answer. 

Our Guest Pastor – Rev. Sara Tillema will preach for us today, Feb 8th, and Feb 15th, while Rev. 
Harrell is away. Sara (she/her) serves as the Sr. Director of Next Gen Re-sources at Ministry 
Leadership Center and is a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PC(USA). Sara has served in a 
variety of ministry contexts, including as a campus minister and most recently at Zephyr Point 
Presbyterian Conference Center as the Director of Programs (2021-2025). She received her M. Div 
from Princeton Theological Seminary and is currently completing her Ph.D. in Religious Studies at the 
University of California, Davis (expected 2026). Sara loves walking alongside individuals of all ages 
as they explore life’s big questions and empowering all to see how their faith and passions can 
intersect to create meaningful change in our world. Sara and her family, Aron and Ace, relocated to 
San Jose last summer & are grateful for the warm welcome from the Stone Church community these 
past few months. 

On The Retable This Morning, given in memory of Linda Hagan (September 9, 1941 - February 2, 
2016) by Claudia Hamm, is a living tree of lavender surrounded by ivy. The lavender represents 
peace and God’s comforting presence.  The ivy symbolizes fidelity and eternal life. The Cardinal is a 
symbol of hope and comfort. I give thanks to God for her life as her friend and as her sister in the 
faith. 

Adult Ed (11am FR) – Join Aron Tillema as he speaks on, Travel, Reverence, and Responsibility: 
Faithful Encounters with Lake Tahoe. Many from the Bay Area know Lake Tahoe as a beloved, 
accessible getaway. As a place for family vacations, weekend hikes, boating, and watching the 
sunset, these activities and more have bound our urban communities to the lake for generations. The 
story of Cave Rock reminds us that these recreational ties exist alongside deep Indigenous 
meanings: for the Washoe Tribe, Cave Rock (De’ek Wadapush) is a sacred place whose care calls 
for respect and reflection rather than sport or spectacle. As people of faith who value creation, our 
visits can become opportunities to listen to the voices of those who have long cared for the land, to 
choose travel that honors cultural protocols, and to practice hospitality toward both the place and its 
original inhabitants. 

Library Sundays (1st Sunday) – Today, the adult library in the Lincoln House is open during coffee 
hour. Exit the back of the Social Hall and enter Lincoln House via the back door.  

Taizé Service is this coming Tue, Feb 3rd. Explore this time of quiet, music, scripture, and prayer. 
Sanctuary doors open at 6:30 PM, service starts at 6:45 PM 

First Sunday SHCS Donations – Today, we collect and donate items for Sacred Heart Community 
Services. Place donated food & goods in the Narthex collection baskets. If you missed bringing 
something today, consider bringing something next month. Needed items: pop-top cans and other 
packaged food items (no homemade food); gently used or new blankets and linens; hygiene items of 
unopened toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, etc.; diapers (both infant and adult); 

http://www.daesung.org/


unopened infant formula; new socks, new underwear for men, women and children; and gently used 
or new sleeping bags. 

Basement Spring Clean – Each committee has storage space in Room 7 (basement), and over the 
years, unused items have piled up. Over three Saturdays in February, committees are invited to sort 
through their stored items and clear out what’s no longer needed. Join Jennifer and Judi on 
Saturdays, February 14, 21, and 28 (9 a.m. to noon). You don’t need to have an affiliation with a 
committee to come, all helping hands are appreciated! Coffee and sweet treats will be provided—you 
bring the energy! Sign up in the Social Hall after worship or email kaiser_judith@yahoo.com.  

Youth Broomball at Sharks Ice! – This coming Fri, Feb 6th (9-10:15pm) we’ll play a few rounds of 
Broomball at Sharks Ice. RSVP now to reserve your spot. Invite your friends! Sign up here. 

Superbowl Sunday- Next Sunday, wear your favorite sports team apparel and join us for 
“Touchdown Treat Tally” during the coffee hour! It’s a guessing game to determine the number of 
football candies in a jar: winner gets a gift bag of Super Bowl/Football paraphernalia, Stone Church 
merch, more football candies than they ever imagined, and a year's worth of bragging rights! 

Women’s Retreat, held at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista, is Fri, Mar 6th – Sun, 
Mar 8th. To sign up, stop by the table in the Social Hall after worship! The planning committee meets 
today in the office Conference Room (11am)-- stop by if you’d like to help.   

Ash Wednesday Service is Wed, Feb 18th (6:30pm).  

Youth Spring Retreat – Fri, Mar 6th - Sun, Mar 8th at Pajaro Dunes. We're heading to Pajaro Dunes 
in Aptos for a beachside retreat. Students can expect to play, connect, rest, and reflect. Spots are 
limited. Sign up here. 

Year End Statements were emailed January 16th. If you did not receive your copy, or if you have 
questions, please contact the office  (OfficeManager@StoneChurch.org). 

Sacred Amah Mutsun Land Protected! – Great news: POST (openspacetrust.org)) has 
purchased 2,284 acres of ranch land, historically sacred to the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, ending 
the threat of a sand and gravel mine. The Tribal Band thanks all who signed petitions, donated funds 
and attended County meetings to protect Juristac, as Stone Church and many other community 
partners did. The purchase will permanently protect this open land. 

“The history of our people is written across the landscape. The protection of Juristac honors our 
ancestors and brings hope for a brighter tomorrow where we can return to our sacred grounds and 
restore our traditions. We, the first people, can now forge a path forward where we will be reunited 
with places we only know through family stories.” 

— Tribal Chairman Ed Ketchum 
 

 

February 1 – 8, 2026 

Sunday (2/1)  Fred off through Feb 17th 
Day 3 of 3   Zephyr Snow Trip - Tahoe 
8:30 - 9am   Choir Practice 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship & Communion - SA & 
Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH 
(Wshp/Taize) 
11am    Women’s Retreat Mtg - 
Conf.Room 
11am - 12pm  Adult Ed - FR 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SH 

Monday (2/2)  Fred off through Feb 17th  
9:30 - 11:30am  OMG - Conf.Room 
4 - 7:30pm   Vivace - SH 
6 - 7:30pm   Vivace - SA 
7:30pm    B&F - Zoom 
7:45 - 9pm   Pariter Rehearsal - SH   

Tuesday (2/3)  Fred off through Feb 17th 
4:30 - 6:30pm  Worship Mtg - Conf.Room 
6:30 - 7:30pm  Taizé Service - SA 
7 - 8pm    M&C - Zoom 
7:30pm    B&G, CE, StoneWorks - Zoom 

Wednesday (2/4)  Fred off through Feb 17th 
1 - 3pm    Amethyst Circle - Zoom 
3 - 5pm    Stephen Minister Leaders CR 

mailto:kaiser_judith@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSem1jmvl7x9pyWZvoqBO4cQS6dDPZh93yFu9dS2Nmwg0BogUw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116168291425520959090
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFrUcl6k-SI39RWx_a--1Nfv7geIlyv0ZYIpTov6CtlGV3aQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116168291425520959090
mailto:OfficeManager@StoneChurch.org
https://openspacetrust.org/
https://amlt.org/protect-juristac
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4:30 - 6:15pm  Vivace - SH 
7 - 8:30pm   Choir Practice - SH 

Thursday (2/5)   Fred off through Feb 17th  
10 - 11am   Emerald Circle - Zoom 
5 - 8pm    Vivace - SH 

Friday (2/6)   Fred off through Feb 17th 
9 - 10:15pm   Youth Broomball - Sharks Ice 

Saturday (2/7)   Fred off through Feb 17th 
9 - 11am   Presbytery Mtg - Trinity Pres 
Church, SJ 

Next Sunday (2/8)  Fred off through Feb 17th 
8:30 - 9am   Choir Practice 
9:30 - 10:30am  Kids’ Club - FR 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship - SA & Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH 
(Wshp/Taize) 
11am - 12:30pm Nom Com - Conf.Room 
11am – 12pm  Adult Ed - FR 
4 - 6pm    Youth Club - SH/K 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SA 

 

FEBRUARY Birthdays – (1st) Elizabeth 
Sarmiento; (2nd) Ryann McManus; (3rd); (8th) 
Steve Nelson, Dawn Predium; (9th) Bonnie 
James; (11th) Thomas Snodgrass; (17th) 
Jonathan Miller; (18th) Kent Campbell, Jutta 
Sargent; (20th) Bill Lakatos; (23rd) Susi Pixley; 
(24th) Nicky Hiestand, Karen Wessels;(25th) Kate 
Wheatley;(26th) Justin Hiestand; (27th) Nancy 
Paul. 

No FEBRUARY Anniversaries 
 

 

The Elders of the Session 
Clerk of Session ~ Deborah Crim (debcrim@pacbell.net) 
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Maureen 
Chandler 

Ruth McCreath 
Steve Nelson 
Stan Searing 

Caryl 
Westerberg 

Judi Kaiser 
Jodi Lax 
Matthew 
Marcotte 

Marsha Wadley 

Neale Barret 
Amity Bateman 

Stephanie Easton 
Joanne Vliet 

The Board of Deacons 
Moderator ~ Marta Espinal (marta.espinal@sbcglobal.net) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Neil Coleman 
Marta Espinal 
Kerry House-

Nelson 

Karen Wessels 
Leland Wong 

Mary Jo Blazek 
Jim Hagan 
Mary Ann 
Hudson 

Jenny Pichon 
Dorothy Rowe 

Fran Cole 
Sheri Cunningham 

Larry Lermo 
Kathy Stark 

Kate Wheatley 

Nominating Committee 
Chair ~ Amity Bateman (amity.bateman@gmail.com) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 

Susan Bedolla 
Jim Hagan 

Guy Lohman 
Michele Smith 

Janice Goertz 
Suzanne Wolf 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Sheri Cunningham 
Emi Easton  

Jeremy Easton  
Carter Edwards  

Brissa Lake  
Matt Marcotte  

Emily Meacham  
Joanne Vliet 

 
Rev. Fred Harrell – Transitional Pastor 

fredstonechurch@gmail.com 
Rev. Dr. David McCreath – Parish Associate 

Rev. Marge Palmer – Pastor Emerita 

ChoirDirector@stonechurch.org – Nancy Kromm 

Organist@stonechurch.org – Barbara Vella 

Family & Youth Ministry Director – Malia Clark 

Malia@stonechurch.org  

ChildrensChoir@stonechurch.org – Peggy Spool 

OfficeManager@stonechurch.org – Jennifer Scott-
Brand 

Treasurer@stonechurch.org – Ruthanne Martinez 
ASL Interpreter Coordinator 

stonechurch.stephfoisy@gmail.com 

Nursery Supervisor – Mary Jo Blazek 

Custodians – Victor & Sonia Perez 

Memorial Coordinator – Hilleguus Faber 

Wedding Coordinator – Lizanne Oliver 

Parish Nurses – Maureen Chandler & Cathy Marlatt 
WebMaster@stonechurch.org 

IT@stonechurch.org 
MMM@stonechurch.org – Men’s Mission & Ministry 
PrayerChain@stonechurch.org – Mary-Ann Hudson 

PW@stonechurch.org – Sheri Cunningham 

StephenMinistry@stonechurch.org – Michele Smith 

StoneCares@stonechurch.org 
SocialMedia@stonechurch.org or text info 408-497-

3384 
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