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Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

San José, California 
 

January 11, 2026 - 9:30 a.m. 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

No matter who you are, where you’ve been, or what 
you believe, you are welcome here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chimes 

Prelude     “Winter Carol”                                                               Brenda Portman (b. 1960) 
Barbara Vella, Organist 

Welcome                                                                                               Rev. Fred Harrell, Transitional Pastor 

Introit                  “Beginnings”                                      Miriam Rowan (1921-2016), former member 
Stone Church Chancel Choir; Nancy Kromm, Director; 

Judy West, soloist; Laraine Pitcher, flute 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                       Amity Bateman, Liturgist 
 Before we speak a word, before we sing a song, before we do a thing— 
  God calls us Beloved. 

Before we prove ourselves, before we get it right, before we fall short— 
  God names us Beloved. 
 Come, not to earn God’s love, but to rest in it. 
  We come as we are—Beloved children of God. 
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*Opening Hymn #475  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
1  
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

2  
Here I find my greatest treasure; 
hither by thy help I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
bought me with his precious blood 

3  
Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 
 

*Prayer of Adoration 

Call to Confession  
Beloved of God, when we forget who we are, we start trying to earn what has already been 
given. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin together. 

Prayer of Confession  
Gracious God, We confess that we often live as though our worth depends on our 
performance. We strive to impress. We compare ourselves to others. We chase 
approval and fear failure. We forget that before we do anything, you have already 
called us Beloved. Forgive us for the ways we try to earn what you freely give. 
Release us from the exhausting burden of proving ourselves. Root us again in 
your grace, that we may live, love, and serve from a place of deep belonging. 
Amen. 

Silence 

Chant #820      “Nothing Can Trouble” (3x)  

  Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten. 
  Those who seek God shall never go wanting 
  God alone fills us 

Assurance of Pardon  
Hear the good news: At Jesus’ baptism a voice from heaven said, “This is my Beloved.” That 
same grace is spoken over you. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. You are claimed. You are 
beloved. 

  Thanks be to God. 

*The Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 
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Blessing the Children (3 yrs - 5th grade)  
 People of God, what is our prayer for these children? 
  May the Lord be with you. 

   (Children: And also with you.) 

  Thanks be to God! 

We Listen to God’s Word 

The First Lesson     Isaiah 42:1-9 (O.T., p. 670) 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or lift up his voice or 
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 
walk in it: I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them. 

Anthem      “Speak o Lord” arr. by Mary MacDonald 

The Second Lesson         Matthew 3:13-17 (N.T., p. 3) 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me? “But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 

Sermon          “Beloved Before You Do Anything”                     Rev. Fred Harrell 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.    Amen. 

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 
We give not to earn God’s favor, and not to prove our faithfulness. We give because we already 
belong. Let us offer our gifts— freely, gladly, as a response to the grace we have received. 

Offertory     “Walking in the Air”                           Howard Blake; Nathan Smith, clarinet 
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*Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #606     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, receive these gifts as signs of grateful hearts. May they be used not to prove our 
worth, but to reflect your love— to welcome the forgotten, to heal the wounded, and to remind a 
weary world that they, too, are Beloved. Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn #697   “Take My Life” (vv 1, 4, 6) 

1  
Take my life and let it be consecrated,  
Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
4 
Take my silver and my gold,  
Not a mite would I with-hold; 
Take my intellect, and use  
Every power as Thou shalt choose, 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

6. 
Take my love; my Lord,  
I pour at they feet its treasure store; 
Take myself and I will be ever, only 
all for thee, ever, only all for thee. 

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude      “Wade in the Water”                                            Barbara Harbach (b. 1946) 

Feel free to depart quietly. Please be mindful of those enjoying the postlude. 

*Those who are able may rise in body or spirit. 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 
 
ASL Interpreter – Hannah Sullivan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Announcements

 
https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv 

Printed copies available in 
the Narthex 

Zelle 
Stone Church of Willow Glen 

 
bit.ly/3VkGr7x 

https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv
mailto:OfficeManager@StoneChurch.org
https://bit.ly/3VkGr7x
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The Stone Church of Willow Glen PC(USA) 

1937 Lincoln Ave, San Jose, CA 95125 
Office Hours M-F 9am - 1pm  

1 (408) 269 - 1593 
www.stonechurch.org 

Pastor’s day off: Friday 

If you’re interested in becoming a member of 
Stone Church, please contact the office 

(officemanager@stonechurch.org) 

The Stone Church of Willow Glen acknowledges that the land on which we worship this morning is the 
unceded land of the Muwekma Ohlone people. 

This month Deacons and friends  
are serving coffee & refreshments after worship.  

Announcements 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! We hope you feel welcome here at Stone Church! The nearest 
restroom is located between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall; exit thru the double doors at the front 
of the Sanctuary (near the TV). Everyone is invited for refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall 
and patio after worship. Large Print Hymnals and Seat Cushions are available on the back pew, by 
the door. Nursery - We welcome the sound of any little ones during worship, but if your baby (age 0-
3) gets too wiggly for you, you may take them to the Nursery, located in the hallway between the 
Sanctuary and the Social Hall. It’s open each Sunday for children aged 0-3.  

Children’s Sunday School (aka Kid’s Club) – Today children start in the Sanctuary and will leave 
with their teachers after the Blessing the Children liturgy. There are some children’s activity boxes in 
the Narthex to use while they’re in the Sanctuary.  

Today the (Roaming) SJ Presbytery Unity Candle is at West Hope-Saratoga (Rev. Erik Swanson). 
Pray for all God’s people in this congregation. 

Star Words – What will your word reveal this year? There are still stars left, available in the Narthex 
through January. 

Breakfast & Bibles – This morning (9:30-10:30am), our 6th – 12th graders meet with Malia in the 
Conference Room (Lincoln House Office building) for their monthly dive into scripture while they eat 
some yummy treats!  

Adult Ed – (11 am - FR) Join Bill Raby-Brown and our ASL interpreter to learn about his life journey.  

High School Discussion Group – Tonight, Sun Jan 11th (7:30-9 pm) High schoolers, come for a 
conversation about our topic of the week! Meet in the Office Conference Room. 

Zephyr Snow Trip is Fri, Jan 30th – Sun Feb 1st. Money is due soon, so if you are interested, 
contact Malia ASAP (malia@stonechurch.org). Rates include food and lodging: $175/pp; $655/Family 
of four. This year If your youth (age 12 – 18) would like to attend without you, Malia has offered to 
supervise a few unchaperoned youth. This does not mean she’s watching your kids while you ski; this 
is for youth who attend without their parents Contact Malia for more information and deadlines. 

Mom’s Night Out – Moms, come out and play – meet Malia downtown WG at the 20Twenty Wine & 
Cheese Bar, this coming Tue, Jan 13th (7pm). 

Social Justice Film Night @ Westhope – This coming Thu, Jan 15th (6:30 – 8:30pm) at 12850 
Saratoga Ave, Saratoga. Their Third Thursday film “From Here/From There, De Aquí/De Allá” focuses 
on raising awareness about the need for legal representation in our immigrant communities. The 
director of the Santa Clara County Rapid Response Network will be there to speak and answer 
questions after the film. Ticket info at: https://www.westhope.org/events/legal-aid-relief. 

mailto:officemanager@stonechurch.org
https://www.westhope.org/
mailto:malia@stonechurch.org
https://www.westhope.org/events/legal-aid-relief
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Men’s Book Group meets Mon, Jan 19th (7 pm), in the Lincoln House (office) conference room, to 
select the books for Feb through May. Bring your suggestions and enjoy the conversation, wine & 
snacks. 

Loss and Grief Support Group – Our current caregiving group invites those experiencing grief 
and/or the loss of a loved one, to join them for mutual support. Our next meeting is this Fri, Jan 23rd 
(10am). If you are interested in attending and/or would like more info, please contact Marsha Wadley 
(408-489-4277, or marshawadley@hotmail.com). 

Soup Fellowship Sunday - Jan 25th! M&C will coordinate an all-church soup lunch immediately after 
worship. We'll gather as a Stone Church family for some yummy, warm soup during the social hour. 
Volunteers and food contributions are needed! Got a favorite soup or cornbread recipe you'd like to 
share with the congregation? We look forward to enjoying it! Look for a Sign-Up Genius link coming 
shortly. 

Youth Broomball at Sharks Ice! – Fri, Feb 6th (9-10:15pm). Broomball is back! We’ve reserved a 
rink at Sharks Ice to play a few rounds of Broomball (ice hockey but with brooms and balls and no 
skates…) RSVP now to reserve your spot. Invite your friends! Sign up here. 

Thank you, Stone Church! You stepped up and filled all the Safe Car Park Ministry slots, to welcome 
and feed registered Car Park guests. If you still want to help, you can drop healthy individually 
wrapped snacks, or $20 gas gift cards, by our church office this month. These help the Car Park 
guests stretch their paychecks. Although this ministry is just a little work for us, it is vitally important to 
the guests, allowing them to be safe, save money, get counseling & case management, and hopefully 
move on to better housing situations. CGS Church will let us know their other hosting months so we 
can help again later. Our friends at Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church appreciate our help! 

Women’s Retreat, held at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista, will be Fri, Mar 6th – 
Sun, Mar 8th. Sign up information/details to follow. If you would like to join in the planning, contact 
Emily Meacham (emilymm@pacbell.net). 

Youth Spring Retreat – Fri, Mar 6th  - Sun, Mar 8th at Pajaro Dunes. We're heading to Pajaro Dunes 
in Aptos for a beachside retreat. Students can expect to play, connect, rest, and reflect. Spots are 
limited. Sign up here. 

2026 Special Offerings Changes - The 226th General Assembly (2024) approved changes to the 
churchwide Special Offerings to take effect this year. There will now be three special offerings, 
instead of four: One Great Hour of Sharing, World Communion (previously Peace & Global Witness), 
and Christmas Joy (Pentecost was removed). 

Per Capita: What is it? – This is Stone Church’s support of our denominational church structure: San 
Jose Presbytery (local), Synod of the Pacific (regional), and PC(USA) General Assembly (national). 
Each local Presbyterian Church supports this structure. Our church’s commitment, based on 300 
members x $44, is $13,200. 

Paying your Per Capita portion ($44 per member) is a voluntary commitment on your part, not 
Presbyterian “dues”. Your payment represents your willingness to be a participant in our shared 
mission to God’s service with all the other members of all the other churches of the PCUSA. 

                          January 11 – 18, 2026 

Sunday (1/11)   
8:30 - 9:30am   Choir Practice 
9:30 - 10:30am  Breakfast & Bibles - Conf.Room 
9:30 - 10:30am  Kid's Club - FR 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship - SA & Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH  
11am - 12pm  Adult Ed - FR 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SA 

7:30 - 9pm   High School Discussion Grp – CR  

Monday (1/12)   
7 - 9pm    Sapphire Circle - Kathy Stark's 
7:45 - 9pm   Pariter Rehearsal - SH   

Tuesday (1/13)   
11am - 2:30pm  Library Work - Conf.Room 
11:30am - 1pm  PW Lunch Bunch - Taiwan Rest. 
7 - 8:30pm   Mom's Night Out - 20Twenty WG 

 

mailto:marshawadley@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSem1jmvl7x9pyWZvoqBO4cQS6dDPZh93yFu9dS2Nmwg0BogUw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116168291425520959090
mailto:emilymm@pacbell.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFrUcl6k-SI39RWx_a--1Nfv7geIlyv0ZYIpTov6CtlGV3aQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116168291425520959090
https://mailchi.mp/69fc0a350123/special-offerings-2026-updates?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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Wednesday (1/14)   
7 - 8:30pm   Choir Practice - SH 

Thursday (1/15)    
3 - 5pm    Stephen Ministers - SH 
7 - 8:45pm   P&A - Zoom 

Friday (1/16)   

Saturday (1/17)  

Next Sunday (1/18)  
8:30 - 9:30am   Choir Practice 
9:30 - 10:30am  Kid's Club - FR 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship - SA & Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH  
11am - 12pm  Adult Ed - FR 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SH 
 

JANUARY Birthdays - (1st ) Matt Perdue; (3rd) Bill 
Blodgett; (8th) Ruthanne Martinez, Dorothy Rowe; 
(9th) Sara Tillema; (15th) Fran Basso; (18th) Fred 
Harrell; (20th) Donald Foster, Nancy Kromm, John 
McClure & Nancy Weiss; (22nd) Chris Costello, Jody 
Meacham; (23rd ) Charla Bunton-Johnson; (24th) 
Carter Edwards; (25th) Pauline Moore; (29th) Connie 
Gum; (30th) John Lococo, Chris Coleman 

JANUARY Anniversary - Emily & Jody Meacham 
(1/28/84) 

 

The Elders of the Session 
Clerk of Session ~ Deborah Crim (debcrim@pacbell.net) 
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Maureen 
Chandler 

Ruth McCreath 
Steve Nelson 
Stan Searing 

Caryl 
Westerberg 

Judi Kaiser 
Jodi Lax 
Matthew 
Marcotte 

Marsha Wadley 

Neale Barret 
Amity Bateman 

Stephanie Easton 
Joanne Vliet 

The Board of Deacons 
Moderator ~ Marta Espinal (marta.espinal@sbcglobal.net) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Neil Coleman 
Marta Espinal 
Kerry House-

Nelson 

Karen Wessels 
Leland Wong 

Mary Jo Blazek 
Jim Hagan 
Mary Ann 
Hudson 

Jenny Pichon 
Dorothy Rowe 

Fran Cole 
Sheri Cunningham 

Larry Lermo 
Kathy Stark 

Kate Wheatley 

Nominating Committee 
Chair ~ Amity Bateman (amity.bateman@gmail.com) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 

Susan Bedolla 
Jim Hagan 

Guy Lohman 
Michele Smith 

Janice Goertz 
Suzanne Wolf 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Sheri Cunningham 
Emi Easton  

Jeremy Easton  
Carter Edwards  

Brissa Lake  
Matt Marcotte  

Emily Meacham  
Joanne Vliet 

 

 

Rev. Fred Harrell – Transitional Pastor 
Pastor@stonechurch.org 

Rev. Dr. David McCreath – Parish Associate 

Rev. Marge Palmer – Pastor Emerita 

ChoirDirector@stonechurch.org – Nancy Kromm 

Organist@stonechurch.org – Barbara Vella 

Family & Youth Ministry Director – Malia Clark 

Malia@stonechurch.org  

ChildrensChoir@stonechurch.org – Peggy Spool 

OfficeManager@stonechurch.org – Jennifer Scott-
Brand 

Treasurer@stonechurch.org – Ruthanne Martinez 
ASL Interpreter Coordinator 

stonechurch.stephfoisy@gmail.com 

Nursery Supervisor – Mary Jo Blazek 

Custodians – Victor & Sonia Perez 

Memorial Coordinator – Hilleguus Faber 

Wedding Coordinator – Lizanne Oliver 

Parish Nurses – Maureen Chandler & Cathy Marlatt 
WebMaster@stonechurch.org 

IT@stonechurch.org 
MMM@stonechurch.org – Men’s Mission & Ministry 
PrayerChain@stonechurch.org – Mary-Ann Hudson 

PW@stonechurch.org – Sheri Cunningham 

StephenMinistry@stonechurch.org – Michele Smith 

StoneCares@stonechurch.org 
SocialMedia@stonechurch.org or text info 408-497-

3384 

 

mailto:IT@stonechurch.org
mailto:SocialMedia@stonechurch.org

