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Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

San José, California 
 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 - 9:30 a.m. 
1st Sunday in Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No matter who you are, where you’ve been, or what you believe,  you are welcome here.  

Chimes 

Prelude     “Wachet Auf” “                                                                        J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

(Wake, Awake for Night is Flying)                                              Barbara Vella, Organist 

Welcome                                                         Rev. Fred Harrell, Transitional Pastor 

Introit                 “Rejoice Believers “  
Stone Church Chancel Choir; Nancy Kromm, Director 

Candle Lighting Liturgy                                      Matt, Tracy, Carter, & Luna Perdue, Candle lighters 
 In days to come, nations will beat swords into plowshares. 
  We long for God’s peace.  
 Jesus calls us to stay awake, for the light is near.  

We choose to walk in the light. We light this candle as a sign of God’s promise. 
Christ, our Light, is coming into the world. 
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*Opening Hymn #100  “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” 
1 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout That the 
God of my heart is great And my spirit sings of 
the Wondrous things That you bring to the ones 
who wait You fixed your sight on your servant's 
plight And my weakness you did not spurn So 
from east to west shall my name be blest Could 
the world be about to turn? (refrain) 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring 
Let the fires of your justice burn Wipe 
away all tears for the dawn draws near 
And the world is about to turn! 
 
2 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you Work 
great things in me And your mercy will last from 
the Depths Of the past to the end of the age to be 
Your very name puts the proud to shame And to 
those who would for you yearn You will show 
your might Put the strong to flight For the world 
is about to turn (refrain) 

3 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower 
Not a stone will be left on stone Let the king 
beware for your Justice tears ev'ry tyrant 
from his throne The hungry poor shall weep 
no more For the food they can never ears 
There are tables spread, ev'ry Mouth be fed 
For the world is about to turn (refrain) 
 
4 
Though the nations rage from age to age We 
remember Who holds us fast God's mercy 
must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing 
grasp This saving word that out forebears 
Heard is the promise which holds us bound 
'Til the spear and rod can be Crushed by God 
Who is turning the world around (refrain) 

*Prayer of Adoration 

Call to Confession                                           Tana Clark, Gabriel Hurley, Sophia Wessels, Liturgists 
Trusting in God’s mercy and longing for God’s peace, let us come into the light and confess our 
sin together. 

Prayer of Confession  
God of new beginnings, Advent comes to us like dawn, calling us to wake up and 
live differently.  But we confess that we often drift through our days half-asleep— 
numb to our neighbors, distracted by fear, overwhelmed by violence in the world, 
and more comfortable with the familiar than the hopeful. 

Forgive us when we settle for cynicism instead of courage. Forgive us when we 
doubt that peace is possible. Awaken us, O Christ. Teach us to walk in Your light— 
practicing peace before it seems realistic, loving boldly before the world is safe, 
and living as though Your kingdom is already breaking in. Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon  
Beloved in Christ, the night is far gone; the day is drawing near. God’s mercy meets us with 
every sunrise, and God’s grace wakes us up again and again. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, 
restored, and made new. 

  Thanks be to God!  

*The Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 
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We Listen To God’s Word 

The First Lesson    Isaiah 2:1–5 (O.T., p. 631) 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

Anthem     “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”                                   André Thomas 

The Second Lesson       Matthew 24:36–44 (N.T., p. 27) 
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore, 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

Sermon        “Walking in the Light”                                                        Rev. Fred Harrell 

Prayers of the People   

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 
Advent invites us to live as though God’s future is already breaking in; a world where peace 
grows, justice takes root, and neighbors care for one another. Our offering is one way we 
practice that future now. Let us give with hope and with gratitude. 

Offertory     “Angelus Ad Virginem”                                               Henry Kihlken (1939-2017) 

*Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #606     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of hope, receive these gifts and all the hope we place in You. Use what we give, our 
resources, our energy, our lives, to shine Your light in the world You love. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion (see insert) 

Communion servers ~ Deborah Crim, Sheri Cunningham, Rosaleen Zisch 
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We Go Out in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn #82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

1 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release 
us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

2 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne 

*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude    “The King Shall Come”                                                          Charles W. Ore (b. 1936) 

Feel free to depart quietly. Please be mindful of those enjoying the postlude. 

*Those who are able may rise in body or spirit. 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 
Artist’s Note: “Bringing Christmas Home” is a tradition I began years ago for Advent, symbolizing how people 
travel from near and far. Few of us live where we were born, and loved ones are often scattered across the 
world—yet they all hold a special place in our hearts at Christmas-tide.  Today we are on the Nile River in 
Egypt. 
 
ASL Interpreter - Amber Marince 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The Stone Church of Willow Glen PC(USA) 

1937 Lincoln Ave, San Jose, CA 95125 
Office Hours M-F 9am - 1pm  

1 (408) 269 - 1593 
www.stonechurch.org 

Pastor’s day off: Friday 

If you’re interested in becoming a member of 
Stone Church, please contact the office 

(officemanager@stonechurch.org) 

The Stone Church of Willow Glen acknowledges that the land on which we worship this morning is the 
unceded land of the Muwekma Ohlone people. 

During August, P&A Committee, Stephen Ministers, and friends  
are serving coffee & refreshments after worship.  

 

Announcements

 
https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv 

Printed copies available in 
the Narthex 

Zelle 
Stone Church of Willow Glen 

 

bit.ly/3VkGr7x 

mailto:officemanager@stonechurch.org
https://bit.ly/3FV1Sbv
mailto:OfficeManager@StoneChurch.org
https://bit.ly/3VkGr7x
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Announcements 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! We hope you feel welcome here at Stone Church! The nearest 
restroom is located between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall; exit thru the double doors at the front 
of the Sanctuary (near the TV). Everyone is invited for refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall 
and patio after worship. Large Print Hymnals and Seat Cushions are available on the back pew, by 
the door. Nursery - We welcome the sound of any little ones during worship, but if your baby (age 0-
3) gets too wiggly for you, you may take them to the Nursery, located in the hallway between the 
Sanctuary and the Social Hall. It’s open each Sunday for children aged 0-3.  

Children’s Church School – Children meet Amber in front of the sanctuary; they will sit with her and 
watch the lighting of the Advent candles. Then they’ll head to Sunday School and return in time for 
Communion. If your children are in worship with you, for their enjoyment, there are activity boxes & 
books in the Narthex (Sanctuary entry way) to use during worship.  

Stone Church Invites All People to share in Holy Communion. We use the intinction method, dipping 
the bread in the cup—amber is juice, dark red is wine. When the time comes, we will process down the 
center aisle; take bread (in cup or cut – gluten free avail) and dip; the pastor will say a few words; 
partake of the moistened bread; return to your seat by the side aisles.  

Congregational Meeting – After worship next Sun, Dec 7th we’ll have a congregational meeting to 
elect a Pastor Nominating Committee and approve By-Laws updates.  

Taize Advent - Silent night, Holy night, All is calm...You are invited to - Take a breath - Take in 
candlelight - Experience silence - Sing the chants - Hear the scriptures - Pray. Taizé services are held 
every Tuesday during Advent: Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd (6:30 - pm doors open). A child will be born, 
and he shall be called Prince of Peace  

 

 

            Christmas Flowers 
Tis the season when the Deacons purchase Christmas flowers 

for the sanctuary; and you can take part by honoring someone 

special and donating to help purchase the flowers.  

Complete and return this form, along with a $5.00 donation, by 
December 14th, to the offering plate or leave in the office 
manager’s box.  Make checks payable to Stone Church with 
“Deacons’ Fund” on the memo line. The names you designate 
will be printed in the bulletin on Dec.14th and 21st. 

The flowers will decorate the sanctuary through Christmas Eve. Over the preceding weeks, 

the Deacons will distribute some flowers to people in the church, including members who 

cannot attend services, and after Christmas the remainder will go to church staff. 

Questions, please contact Karen Wessels (karenlynngrant@gmail.com, 650-391-4565)  

or the church office (OfficeManager@stonechurch.org, 408- 269-1593). 

 

Your Name:  

In Memory or In Honor (CIRCLE ONE) of:                            Amount enclosed: $ _________ 

 

           

 

 

mailto:karenlynngrant@gmail.com


 

Music - All rights reserved, license # A706560; Scripture (NRSV)                                                  - Online Bulletin - Online Bulletin 6 | P a g e  

Thank You to all who helped decorate the Chrismon tree and the Sanctuary last Tuesday night. It is a 
big (and fun) job with beautiful rewards for all! Thank you! 

The Chrismon Tree – Early Christians used symbols on jewelry, utensils, and buildings to identify 
themselves to one another and to designate meeting places. These symbols also served to teach the 
faith and beliefs of the Christians and thus were passed on through generations. “Chrismon” is a 
combination of two words, “Christ,” and “monogram.” Monogram means initials, or symbols for a 
particular person. A Chrismon tree bears symbols conveying the life of Christ and the meaning of Christ-
mas through commonly found items and easily understood symbols (cross, star, fish, circle, heart, 
butterfly…). Please enjoy our Chrismon Tree through Epiphany.  

Today the (Roaming) SJ Presbytery Unity Candle is at Cornerstone PC (Rev. Joe Sohn). Please 
pray for all God’s People in this congregation. 

Next Door Solutions Winter Open House! - We are excited to participate in this wonderful 
organization’s holiday drive!  Next Door Solutions is vital to those in our community who are victims of 
domestic violence (nextdoorsolutions.org). You can help by bringing new children's books (all ages) 
and new stuffed animals today or Dec. 7. Also you can volunteer for 2-hour shifts on Sat, Dec, 13th at 
their holiday event. Email Maureen Chandler maureenlchandler@comcast.net or sign-up in the social 
hall after worship. 

Support Stone Youth this December! – Malia is looking for a few more people to sponsor a youth 
during their finals week. “Sponsoring” equates to sending them notes and treats, encouraging them to 
finish the semester strong, and remember that their church has their back! If you are interested, email 
her to sign-up (malia@stonechurch.org). She’ll assign you a student to pray for and to prepare a care 
package for; distributed on Sun, Dec 14th. Malia will provide a guideline for what could go into the care 
package.  

Moms’ Holiday Cookie Swap & Bubbly Sip – This coming Tue, Dec 2nd (7:30-9pm) the Youth and 
Family Ministry is kicking off the month of December with cookies and champagne. Please bring a 
minimum of 2 dozen of the same type of cookies for swapping (you are of course welcome to bring 
more if you’re feeling inspired) and we’ll provide the bubbly (both wine & water). Come ready to relax 
& connect; you deserve it! 

A Trail Walkers Stroll is on this coming Sat, Dec 6th. Weather permitting, we’ll walk the Los Gatos 
trail from Blackford Elem School to have coffee and snacks at Orchard Valley Coffee in downtown 
Campbell. It’s 3.8 miles along a flat, paved trail. For a shorter walk, it's possible to turn around whenever 
desired or join us for coffee! All ages are welcome! To carpool, meet at the church patio at 8 am, or you 
can join us at the Blackford parking lot. Please RSVP - (kathystark.4@gmail.com). 

Donate Food Next Sunday – The First Sunday of the month, we collect and donate food for Sacred 
Heart Community Services. Next week we’ll have our collection baskets in the Narthex to gather 
donated food/goods. Consider bringing one of these: pop-top cans and other packaged food items (no 
homemade food); gently used or new blankets and linens; hygiene items of unopened toothpaste, 
shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, etc.; diapers (both infant and adult); unopened infant formula; new 
socks, and new underwear for men, women and children; and gently used or new sleeping bags. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected on Sun, Dec 21st. This offering assists current and 
retired church workers in need, as well as providing support for future leaders at Presbyterian-related 
racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

Pledging –There are several ways to pledge for 2026: fill out a pledge card (found in the narthex); 
download a card, or pledge electronically. Return hard copy versions to the offering plate or the office. 
Our Budget Review Committee (BRC) will meet in December to discuss next year's budget, using the 
2026 pledge amounts to build it. 

https://www.cornerstonechurch.net/
https://www.nextdoorsolutions.org/
mailto:maureenlchandler@comcast.net
mailto:malia@stonechurch.org
mailto:kathystark.4@gmail.com
https://stonechurch.org/pledge-campaign/
https://stonechurch.org/pledge-campaign/
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2025 In-Kind Donation Receipts - In-kind donations are goods/items rather than money (or cash) that 
are given to the church, such as food or supplies to be used for the church or an event: church workday, 
choir retreat, youth group, office supplies, etc. For “In-Kind” donation amounts to appear on your 2025 
Stone Church year-end giving statement for your tax forms, they’ll need to be submitted to the Office 
Manager the first week of December. Please provide an itemized summary and attach it to your 
receipts. The summary should include your name, date & program/event you supported, amount, and 
total of all receipts. If you have questions, contact Jennifer (officemanager@stonechurch.org).  

Loss and Grief Support Group - Our current dementia caregiving group invites those experiencing 
grief and/or the loss of a loved one, to join them for mutual support. The group currently meets twice 
per month on Friday mornings, but new scheduling is open for discussion. If you are interested in 
attending and/or would like more information, please contact Marsha Wadley (408-489-4277, or 
marshawadley@hotmail.com  

 

 
 

                  November 30 – December 7, 2025 

Sunday (11/30)  1ST Sunday in Advent 
9:30 - 10:30am  Church School - FR 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship - SA & Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH (P&A - 
SM) 
11am - 1pm   Nom Com - Conf.Room 
1 - 2pm    Gretchen Coelho Memorial - SA 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SH 

Monday (12/1)  Jennifer off 
9:30 - 11:30am  OMG - Conf.Room 
4 - 7:30pm   Vivace - SH 
6 - 7:30pm   Vivace - SA 
7:30pm    B&F - Zoom 
7:45 - 9pm   Pariter Rehearsal - SH 

Tuesday (12/2)  Jennifer off 
4:30 - 6:30pm  Worship Mtg - Conf.Room 
6:30 - 7:30pm  Advent Taizé Service - SA 
7:30pm    B&G, CE, StoneWorks - Zoom 
7:30 - 9pm   Moms’ H’day Cookie Swap & 
Bubbly Sip - SH 

Wednesday (12/3)  Jennifer off 
1 - 3pm    Amethyst Circle - Zoom 
3 - 5pm    Stephen Minister Leaders - 
Conf.Room 
7 - 8:30pm   Choir Practice - SH 

Thursday (12/4)   
10 - 11am   Emerald Circle - Zoom 
5 - 8pm    Vivace - SH 

Friday (12/5)   

Saturday (12/6)   
8am - 12pm   Holiday Hiking - LG Creek 

Next Sunday (12/7) 2nd Sunday in Advent 
9:30 - 10:30am  Church School - FR 
9:30 - 10:30am  Worship & Communion - SA & 
Zoom 
10:30 - 11am  Coffee Fellowship - SH (SW) 

10:30 - 11am  Congregational Meeting - SA 
11am - 1pm   Nom Com - Conf.Room 
11am - 12pm  Adult Ed - FR 
5 - 7pm    Chromatic Rehearsal - SH 
 

November Birthday - (30) Donna Erickson 
 
December Birthdays (4) Judy West; (11) 
Deborah Crim & Meredith Hurley; (13) Neale 
Barret; (14) Jean Raby; (16) Mike Raby-
Brown; (17) Madeline McNelis & Olivia Van 
Den Bosch; (18) Malia Clark, Kiera Gross; 
(23) Stan Searing; (26) Ricky Rasura; (27) 
Bill Coleman & Nicholas Hurley; (28) Ginny 
Barret 
 
DECEMBER Anniversaries - Alice & Rod 
Thorn (12/16/61); Rosaleen & Gerry Zisch 
(12/16/67); Claudia & Jim Hamm (12/18/60); 
Martha Duke & Don Skipwith (12/27/02) 
 

 

The Elders of the Session 
Clerk of Session ~ Deborah Crim (debcrim@pacbell.net) 
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Maureen 
Chandler 

Ruth McCreath 
Steve Nelson 
Stan Searing 

Caryl 
Westerberg 

Judi Kaiser 
Jodi Lax 
Matthew 
Marcotte 

Marsha Wadley 

Neale Barret 
Amity Bateman 

Stephanie Easton 
Joanne Vliet 

The Board of Deacons 
Moderator ~ Marta Espinal (marta.espinal@sbcglobal.net) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 

Neil Coleman 
Marta Espinal 
Kerry House-

Nelson 

Karen Wessels 
Leland Wong 

Mary Jo Blazek 
Jim Hagan 
Mary Ann 
Hudson 

Jenny Pichon 
Dorothy Rowe 

Fran Cole 
Sherri Cunningham 

Larry Lermo 
Kathy Stark 

Kate Wheatley 

mailto:officemanager@stonechurch.org
mailto:marshawadley@hotmail.com
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Nominating Committee 
Chair ~ Amity Bateman (amity.bateman@gmail.com) 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 

Susan Bedolla 
Jim Hagan 

Guy Lohman 
Michele Smith 

Janice Goertz 
Suzanne Wolf 

 

Donate to Stone Church 

Zelle (No Fees) 
Stone Church of Willow Glen 

 

PayPal (Usual Fees) 
Stone Church of Willow Glen 

 

 

Rev. Fred Harrell – Transitional Pastor 
Pastor@stonechurch.org 

Rev. Dr. David McCreath – Parish Associate 

Rev. Marge Palmer – Pastor Emerita 

ChoirDirector@stonechurch.org – Nancy Kromm 

Organist@stonechurch.org – Barbara Vella 

Family & Youth Ministry Director – Malia Clark 

Malia@stonechurch.org  

ChildrensMinistry@stonechurch.org – Amber 
Biscardi 

ChildrensChoir@stonechurch.org – Peggy Spool 

OfficeManager@stonechurch.org – Jennifer Scott-
Brand 

Treasurer@stonechurch.org – Ruthanne Martinez 
ASL Interpreter Coordinator 

stonechurch.stephfoisy@gmail.com 

Nursery Supervisor – Mary Jo Blazek 

Custodians – Victor & Sonia Perez 

Memorial Coordinator – Hilleguus Faber 

Wedding Coordinator – Lizanne Oliver 

Parish Nurses – Maureen Chandler & Cathy Marlatt 
WebMaster@stonechurch.org 

IT@stonechurch.org 
MMM@stonechurch.org – Men’s Mission & Ministry 
PrayerChain@stonechurch.org – Mary-Ann Hudson 

PW@stonechurch.org – Sheri Cunningham 

StephenMinistry@stonechurch.org – Michele Smith 

StoneCares@stonechurch.org 
SocialMedia@stonechurch.org or text info 408-497-

3384 

 

mailto:IT@stonechurch.org
mailto:SocialMedia@stonechurch.org

